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MEDIA RELEASE  

 

Delacroix and Rubens meet Tim Winton in Andrew McIlroy’s 
latest exhibition Against the Tide at Axia Modern Art, 
Melbourne, 16 – 28 February 2010. 
 
After a sell-out show at Sydney’s Art Equity Gallery in August 2009, Andrew McIlroy’s 

forthcoming exhibition Against the Tide at Axia Modern Art in Melbourne  
(16-28 February 2010) recalls languid summer ocean waters and the techniques of the old masters. 

 
In a series of 15 new and large oil paintings, Andrew McIlroy creates atmospheric works that 
investigate diffuse aquatic depths, with strong saturated colour and a reduced monotone 
palette.  The works contain subtle tonal variations, imparting a dream like quality and a sense 
of poetic mystery. 
 

Many of his works, notably Against the Tide and Azure Descent, are inspired by Tim Winton’s book 
Breath, as they hint at the promise of resurfacing to the familiar sounds of summer vacation and youthful 

exuberance. Partly autobiographical, McIlroy's paintings recall long family summers, diving off the 

Portsea pier for hours, and of a familiar voice calling him home.  
 

“My paintings are not representations of actual places, rather experiences.  As a child, I remember 

twisting and tumbling in the water, and try to recall how that felt,” says Andrew McIlroy.  

 
“Most often I ended up with water up my nose. I thought of sharks and stingers. I thought of drowning.  

I thought of not being able to reach the surface before I ran out of breath. I mostly remember beautiful 
stillness, the darkness, the muffled sounds from the above.  I try to paint the movement, the tumult and 

the desperation I felt in reaching for the surface.” 
 

On a deeper level that parallels Winton’s symbolism, McIlroy’s paintings also convey a sense of unease, 
with fear invoked by deep waters and the feeling of sinking into the abyss, a metaphor for anxieties 

which gripped the artist's own childhood.  
 

“The boys of Winton’s novel push each other to the edges of endurance, courage and sanity. For me, this 
is the very stuff of existence – exploring the elements of innocence and experience, adventure and self-

destruction, exhilaration and fear.” 

 
Andrew McIlroy has just returned from an extensive study trip in Europe, absorbed in the art of the 

Masters, held in the Louvre.  Fascinated with Delacroix, Rubens, Rembrandt, Poussin and Turner, 
McIlroy’s study of their technique and traditions focused on their use of transparent glazes of oil paint.   

 
“My art takes many hours. It is physical. I paint big. Often my legs and arms give up on me before my 

mind does. I put all I have into my paintings and give much thought to composition and technique. I find 
using abstraction adds energy to the work. That energy of fighting against the tide, perhaps?” 

 
Andrew McIlroy has exhibited widely in solo and group exhibitions in Australia and the USA. In 2006 

McIlroy was a finalist in the ANL Maritime Art Prize, the North Sydney Art Prize and he was selected for 
the Landcom International Artists Project. In 2008 he was a finalist in the Kings School Art Prize, Sydney. 

After an acclaimed sell-out exhibition in 2007 McIlroy embarked on an extensive study tour of Europe. 

Andrew McIlroy's work is part of several public, corporate and private collections including Cisco 

Systems; Benson Partners; Howarth Australia; Landcom; and the Prince of Wales Hospital, NSW.  

 
MEDIA: contact Trudy Johnston at TJC: 02 8904 0822, trudy@tjc.com.au, 0402 485 902, 

www.tjc.com.au, www.andrewmcilroy.com  www.axiamodernart.com.au    



 
 

 
 

IMAGES FROM ‘AGAINST THE TIDE’  (Images are available at high resolution upon request) 
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   Against the Tide, 2009 
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