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Welcome to the May
edition of Art Insight. It has
certainly been an
extraordinary couple of
weeks for the Australian
art market!

The new auction records
and abundant high prices
have attracted serious
attention from the
mainstream media. Front
page stories, business
section reviews and
indepth analyses all

indicate the maturity of this SEND TO A
market. There is no doubt FRIEND

that the art market is now

regarded a serious Send this edition of

alternative investment - Art Insight to a friend.
with tangible, trackable
returns over a sustained
~ timeframe.

This month also sees the
launch of one of Art
Ralph Hobbs Equity's most highly

Art Director  regarded artists - Laura
Art Equity Matthews. The highly
evocative landscapes from
Western NSW speak of
everything that has made
this genre the mainstay of
Australian art for the past
200 years.

Vista's - Orange 2007 is
on show at Art Equity
Gallery from May 17 until
June 1, 2007.

You can gain further
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insight into Laura
Matthews technique and
her paintings in this latest
exhibition, by veiwing the
"new" video below.

Regards,
Ralph

Vistas - orange 2007
laura matthews

The significance of place holds a strong vibrating
resonance in Laura Matthews’ work: cityscapes,
coastlines, rolling hills or desolating violent planes of the
Australian land. In this she has something in common
with her British predecessors of the London School;
Frank Auerbach or Lucian Freud who was a strong
influence at the Slade School of Fine Art. For these
artists the bodily connection to, and location in, ‘a place’
was central to the aim of depicting place, both in the
subject matter and in the actual materiality of paint. This
series of works by Matthews seamlessly connects the
elements of place, in this case the New South Wales
town of Orange, and the visceral way in which we
physically, bodily respond to the land.

Matthews applies layers of paint, building up the
autonomous marks to reflect real space and light, but
rather than representing the landscape as ‘a reality’ it
becomes more of a memory of a place, a hint or glimpse.
Stretch-Mt Canobolas illustrates the abstraction between
seeing and remembering; the act of recalling a site to
mind through a haze of light and shade. This is perhaps
reflected in her observation of the landscape at the point
of late afternoon, when the light becomes thicker and the
distinguishing elements of sky and land shimmer: the
horizon line becomes ambiguous; there, yet not there. It
is at this point that the fluctuating values of sky and land
become marred.

The marks that Matthews scrapes into the layers of paint,
may define form, but they are also an act of scarification,
another very bodily act in the process of acquiring and
moving the painterly elements around the canvas. The
swirling energy of paint on the surface of the canvas both
describes a place and evokes a place, simultaneously
representing and echoing. Layering on and scraping off
the paint is in some ways a form of moulding and it is in
this act of moulding, and of applying pressure to the
surface of the canvas that continues to resonate long
after Matthews has packed away her brushes.

Donna Brett
Art Gallery of New South Wales
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Laura Matthews, Blue Mountain
Dreaming, (detail) Oil on linen, 107x183cm

(*Available) Laura Matthews, Beyond
Eucalypts, Oil on linen, 137x153cm (*Sold)

Laura Matthews, Cloud and Ochre Oil on
Linen, 137x153cm (*Available) Laura
Matthews, Corroboree Oil on linen, 137x153cm
(*Available)

CLICK HERE to view the complete body of work in
Vistas - Orange 2007
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Ralph Hobbs Interviews Laura
Matthews (click play below to view)


http://www.artequity.com.au/newsletter/Exhibitions/Exhibitions%202007/May07/LauraMatthewsVistasOrange07.htm
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Laura's exhibition has been kindly sponsored by Ross
Hill Vineyard, Orange. Click here to view their website.
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*Broadband required to watch video

Price is almost right

"As predicted, the eagerly anticipated
Australian art auction at Sotheby's in
Sydney on Monday smashed sales
records, elevated artists' reputations and
changed the commercial art landscape. "

(Excerpt)

Click here for full article
by Corrie Perkin The Australian,
May 12, 2007

Weak dollar is small
comfort to Europe's art
buyers

"Auctions by Sotheby's and Christie's
International don't tend to mirror the
financial markets. ASotheby's auctions in
Hong Kong in April sold HK$1.05 billion
($134 million) of art, 13 percent more than
expected, a month after slump in Chinese
stocks helped wipe $323 billion off the
value of Asian shares..”

(Excerpt)

Click here for full article
by Linda Sandler, Bloomberg
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TOP: John Brack, The Old Time, sold for $3.36 million at Sotheby's May
sale, breaking Australian art market records. (Photo source: SMH) NEXT:
Anthony Lister Bold Lass, Etching 75x56cm paper size (*Available)
BOTTOM: Gloria Petyarre, Bush Medicine Leaf, (detail) AEPITGA9709MM
Acrylic on Linen, 150 x 190cm (*Available)
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Going, growing, gone: art's
hot

"A healthy economy fuels a healthy art
market, and while the 2007 forecast
remains rosy, finance executives will
continue to eye paintings as a viable
asset."

Last year's annual art market turnover
was $100 million; experts say confidently
this year's will exceed $110 million

(Excerpt)

Click here for full article

by Corrie Perkin The Australian,
May 12, 2007

Chasing - and buying - art,
sight unseen

"Digital images redefine the way dealers
and collectors do business"

" This is not the case of an Internet surfer
discovering a picture on an e- commerce
site and tossing it in a shopping cart, but

more a sign of how efficient the high-end

contemporary art market has become."

(Excerpt)

Click here for full article

by Jori Finkel International Herald Tribune
- Culture February 6, 2007
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TOP MOVERS

Geoffrey Dyer

We are delighted to announce that Geoffrey Dyer is now
represented by Art Equity Gallery. As one Australia's
most respected and collected landscape painters, he
needs little introduction. The 2003 Archibald winner has
spent most of his career painting the Australian bush,
particularly the sublime wilderness of Tasmania and the
islands in Bass Strait - and more recently seascapes
from this notorious stretch of water. Dyer has achieved
outstanding institutional recognition and is represented
in many major collections in Australia and overseas.

Dyer will be exhibiting his latest works at Art Equity
Gallery in early September.

Find out more about this artist >

Christine Christophersen

Art Equity Gallery also welcomes acclaimed urban
Indigenous painter and filmaker, Christine
Christophersen to its fold. Christine has gained
significant National and International recognition for her
artwork. She was recently filmed by the ABCTV for
"Painting Australia" -a 6 part series on Australian
landscape and master artists. In April, the National
Gallery of Australia, selected Christine for the inaugural
BHP Billiton - NGA National Indigenous Art Triennial, to
be held in Canberra in October 2007, and then touring
across the country.

The National Gallery of Australia has just finalised their
purchase of two of Christine's 200 x 200cm canvases
for their permanent display collection. The works were
chosen from the Blueprint series which anticipates her
current body of work, Creating Mythologies, now
available at Art Equity Gallery (see image at right). Art
Equity has just been informed that Christine has been
selected to design the logo for the Kakadu National Park
- of great significance to her as her mother country is
located here.

Find out more about this artist >
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SEND TO A
FRIEND

Send this edition of
Art Insight to a friend.
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